
1163

Administration of George W. Bush, 2008 / Aug. 29

Statement on the Selection of Governor Sarah Palin of Alaska as
Republican Vice Presidential Candidate
August 29, 2008

Today Senator McCain made an exciting
decision in choosing Alaska Governor Sarah
Palin to join him on his ticket as the Vice
Presidential candidate. Governor Palin is a
proven reformer who is a wise steward of
taxpayer dollars and champion for account-
ability in government. Governor Palin’s suc-
cess is due to her dedication to principle
and her roll-up-your-sleeves work ethic and
serves as a wonderful example of the spirit
of America. By selecting a working mother
with a track record of getting things done,

Senator McCain has once again dem-
onstrated his commitment to reforming
Washington.

I applaud Senator McCain for selecting
Governor Palin. This decision is yet another
example of why the American people can
trust him to make wise decisions and to
confidently lead this country.

NOTE: The Office of the Press Secretary also
released a Spanish language version of this
statement.

Message on the Observance of Labor Day
August 29, 2008

I send greetings to all Americans cele-
brating Labor Day 2008.

In America, all citizens have an oppor-
tunity to forge their own paths forward,
and their success is limited only by the
size of their dreams. From engineering to
health care and from small businesses to
education, the American people are the
most industrious, enterprising, and produc-
tive in the world. These talented and inno-
vative workers provide for their families
and play a vital role in building a more
prosperous future for our country. By trust-
ing in the ingenuity and creativity of Amer-
ica’s risk-takers and dreamers, our country

will remain the most vibrant, hopeful, and
dynamic around the globe.

Each year on Labor Day, we honor the
dedicated men and women of our Nation’s
workforce. Their determined efforts add to
the strength and vitality of our country and
build a brighter future for America.

Laura and I send our best wishes.

GEORGE W. BUSH

NOTE: The Office of the Press Secretary also
released a Spanish language version of this
message. An original was not available for
verification of the content of this message.

Message on the Observance of Ramadan
August 29, 2008

I send greetings to Muslims observing
Ramadan in America and around the globe.

The holy month of Ramadan is a special
time of prayer, fasting, and service. For

Muslims, these days commemorate the rev-
elation of God’s word to the prophet Mu-
hammad in the form of the Qur’an.
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I thank the men and women of the Mus-
lim community for their contributions to
America. Your love of family, and gratitude
to God have strengthened the moral fabric
of our country. Our Nation is stronger and
more hopeful because of the generosity, tal-
ents, and compassion of our Muslim citi-
zens.

Laura and I send our best wishes. Rama-
dan Mubarak.

GEORGE W. BUSH

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this message.

The President’s Radio Address
August 30, 2008

Good morning. This weekend, millions
of Americans will celebrate Labor Day.
This holiday marks the traditional end of
the summer season. It is also an oppor-
tunity to reflect on the contributions of
hard-working Americans all across our
country, from teachers, farmers, and health
care professionals, to firefighters, police of-
ficers, small-business owners, and workers
on the assembly line.

The American workforce continues to be
the marvel of the world, yet many working
families have been weathering tough eco-
nomic times. There are families across our
country struggling to make ends meet.
There is an understandable concern about
the high price of gas and food, and many
Americans are worried about the health of
our housing and job markets.

I share these concerns about our econ-
omy, yet there have been some recent signs
that our economy is beginning to improve.
While the housing market is continuing to
experience difficulty, the decline in home
sales has leveled off recently, and sales are
rising in some parts of the country. Orders
for some durable goods, such as business
equipment, are rising. And earlier this
week, we received a report that America’s
economy grew in the second quarter at an
annual rate of 3.3 percent, surprising ana-
lysts who were predicting an economic re-
cession.

These welcome signs indicate that the
economic stimulus package that I signed
earlier this year is having its intended ef-
fect. The growth package will return more
than $150 billion back to American families
and businesses this year. Many Americans
who received tax rebates are spending
them. Businesses are taking advantage of
tax incentives to purchase new equipment
this year. And there are signs that the stim-
ulus package will continue to have a bene-
ficial impact on the economy in the second
half of the year.

Labor Day is also the traditional start
of the election season. In the coming
months, it will be tempting for some in
Congress to try to score political points in-
stead of getting work done for the Amer-
ican people. Our citizens deserve better.
We still have time to accomplish important
goals for our country. My administration
remains hopeful that we can work with
Democratic leaders in Congress on bipar-
tisan measures to help Americans cope with
this period of economic uncertainty.

We need to work together on a com-
prehensive approach to our energy prob-
lems. I’ve called on Congress to permit us
to tap vast, unused sources of oil and gas,
expand domestic refining capacity, and en-
courage the development of alternative en-
ergy sources. Congress continues to stand
in the way of this comprehensive approach.
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